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+.BACK 
THEN YOU 
SEEMED TO 
HAVE LESS, 


| CONFIDENCE |) 
‘| “aBouT you. 


RIDICULE You, 
NOR AM I 
BEING OVER- 
BEARING. 


BUT THEN 
YOU TURNED 
INTO A GOOD 


"TIS SIMPLY 
UY, THAT I AM NOT 
fixe OF AN AGE TO 
Ww: TAKE PLEASURE 
& 
ty 
I=/ "TIS MORE \/ 

amusing — \/\/ 
TO WATCH 


= 
YY 


THE UNRIPE 


g 


= 


LiZez 


WHEAT COME = INX7\) 
INTO ITS [SBI " 
Wi 3 


oN 


WHEREVER I IN THE END, 
WENT, I DRANK I SET OFF 
AND DANCED THE FROM YOITSU 
NIGHT AWAY AND TO PURSUE 

FINALLY SETTLED MY OWN 
IN PASLOE. ENJOYMENT. 


"TWAS 
REALIZED. 


ONESELF ALONE 
SURPRISINGLY 
CANNOT SUSTAIN 
ANYONE FOR 
LONG. 


SOMETHING 
TOGETHER 
WITH ANOTHER 


TO DECIDE 
THE SHOP'S 
NAME? 


_ ff 
it 


au 


WELCOME. 
[OULD YOU 
LIKE TO SEE 


THE INSIDE? /'| 


ALTHOUGH 
WE WENT TO 
BUY THE STORE, 
IT WASN'T AS 
THOUGH WE 
WOLLD PAY FOR 
IT IN FULL THEN 
AND THERE. 


OF THE { 
TODAY IF CONTRACT. / 
YOU WISH. 


T WILL 
BRING THE 
SUPERVISOR 


IN NOW, SO 
IF YOU HAVE 
QUESTIONS, 


PLEASE 
ASK HIM. 


aN 


WOULD THINK 
T'D GONE 


r'M 
sel A BUYING 
NEW TOWN 4 STORE 


I'D MADE UP MY OUTSIDE THE ~ ONA 
MIND, I HAD TO ASSOCIATION'S STREET 
THINK IT THROUGH INFLUENCE, = THAT 
POSITIVELY WITH THE = DOESN'T 
AND GO WITH IT, 
WITHOLIT WORRYING ||| b= 
ABOUT HOW IT |. 
WOULD SEEM TO 


ONLOOKERS. 


WHAT SORT . L N\ | SEEMINGLY 
OF FOOLISH A\\\ % \ FOOLISH 
REASON? \ “| REASON FOR IT, 
qT IT BECOMES 


MUCH MORE 
ATTRACTIVE. 


WHAT IF 
THE DEBAU 
COMPANY 
EXPANDED 
THE TOWN AS 
LARGE AS IT 
COULD... 


+ AND 


ALL THAT 
WAS LEFT, 
AT ANY RATE, 
WAS TO PRAY 
THE DEBAL 
COMPANY 
WOULDN'T 
MAKE A MESS 
OF IT ALL, 


THAT WAS 
WHY IT WAS 
A WALL-LESS, 
wANDT “VULNERABLE 

WANTED 
TOWN THAT 
70 PROTECT 
DION'T EVEN 
THIS RAPIDLY 
WS RAPIDLY CONSIDER 
INTIMIDATION 


JEWEL OF A 
PLACE WITH BY MILITARY 


EVERYTHING 


2,100 
SILVER COINS... 
IF I PAID THAT 
MUCH NOW, 
THERE WOULD 
BE NO MORE 
WAITING. 


INVESTMENTS 


IN THE 
TOWN WERE 
SURELY 
THEY : 
WISHED FOR |" THE FAME: 
MOUNTAINS: = 
OF GOLD AND 


SILVER COINS, 


Ss 


JUST MINT IT! 
OWN MONEY. 


ilenbiicent] | 
Frame 


A 
(MA 


SORRY 
TO KEEP YOU 
WAITING, MR. 

LAWRENCE. 


SR — 
wy 


| EVERYTHING 
_| SEEMED TO 
SPARKLE. 


WE'RE 
GOING TO SEE 
SOMETHING 
INCREDIBLE. 


ERNS— 


THE 
BILLBOARD ‘ youve 
ANNOUNCES —f ALREADY 


THAT A NEW iT? 
COIN IS BEING / —_ 
ISSUED. 


THE DEBAU 
COMPANY IS A ‘| 
GATHERING OF | 

~ MERCHANTS. /\ 


sulT 1S NOW / 
ASITUATION Ys / 5 | ANNOUNCEMENT 
WHERE WE CAN 2 OF NEW 


COINAGE... 


PREDICTION 
WAS PARTIALLY 
CORRECT, 
MR. LUWARD. 
YOU MEAN... 
SEIZING 
TERRITORY? 


Bu’ 

IT'S AS WON'T DO IT 
YOU SAID, THROUGH 
MR. MOIZI. MILITARY 

MIGHT. 


THE DEBAU 
COMPANY WILL 
NOT CONDUCT 

A MILITARY WAR, 
BUT A TRADE 
WAR... 


THROUGH 
ITS ECONOMIC 
POWER, IT WILL 
BRING THE 
ENTIRE REGION 
UNDER ITS 


I THINK 
THE CHANCES 
OF THE LORDS 
TURNING THE 

TABLES AT 
THIS POINT 
ARE LOW. 


COINS ARE 


THE 
THE BLOOD 
RELATIONSHIPS 
qeNqeeo Te OF THE LORDS IN VESSELS 
OPPOSE THE DEBAU THE NORTHLANDS OF THE 
COMPANY ALONE, me ARE CONPLICATEO so ECONOMY. 
THEY MIGHT MANAGE \ R AND CANNOT THE DEBAU 
TO ACHIEVE ECONOMIC 4 EASILY BE COMPANY 
INDEPENDENCE s: UNIFIED. WOULD BECOME 


FOR A TIME, BUT S THE HEART THAT 


THEY WOULD STILL yes tia 
COLLAPSE SOONER an Ag ye COMELLATION e ; 
OR LATER. OR We 
‘ i OF THIS 
* . CURRENCY. 


Cary 


" oy a 
Leak a THE CENTER 
BUT SSeS 
ATTACKING THE 
DEBAU COMPANY 
MEANS ATTACKING STRIKE FROM 
‘A TOWN THAT ee 
MANY LORDS HAVE 
INVESTED IN. 
IT WOULD BE 
LIKE POKING A 
WASPS’ NEST. 


‘ THAT IS MUCH SOLDIERS 


AS Better suitep Y / IN THIS 
OPPOSED TO SUPPORT TRADE 


RURAL MOLINTAIN WAR ARE 
Mebnaoce: AREAS LIKE THE pane 


WHICH APPEAL NORTHLANDS... 


TO EMOTION, OR 
MILITARY FORCE, 
WHICH REQUIRES 
POWER TO 
MAKE A MOVE. 


NOW, 
IT SHOULD BE 
THAT THE TRENNI 
SILVER PIECE IS 
INDISPENSABLE 
IN THE 


THE DEBAU 
COMPANY 

AND DEVELOPED 

CONVERTED ALL THE TOWN 

FOURTEEN KINDS OF LESKO... 
OF COIN THAT HAVE 
BEEN CIRCULATING 
IN THE NORTHLANDS: 

TO THE TRENNI 


NORTHLANDS. SILVER PIECE. 


TM 


BUT 


SURE THEY'VE 
ALREADY MADE NO MATTER 
IT'S UNLIKELY Z HOW MUCH THEY 
THE ONES THAT COLLECT, IT 
HAVE ALREADY WILL RUN OUT 
INVESTED WOULD ’ EVENTUALLY... 


REFUSE... 


"TO CONTINUE 
STABLY DEVELOPING 
THIS TOWN, IT WILL 

BE NECESSARY TO 
ISSUE NEW COINAGE. 
WE ASK FOR YOUR 
COOPERATION.” 


THE LORDS 
JUST HAVEN'T 
REALIZED YET 
THAT THEY'VE 

DEVOLVED 

INTO PIGS 

BLINDED BY 
MONEY. 


TOWN OF 
LESKO WILL 


we \ 
WERE JUST 
PAID PAPER 
PUPPETS...1! XN 


St I'M GLAD 
: YOU WERE 
~ HERE, MR, 


IoD 
NOT THINK 
THE POWER 


TREMENDOUS: 
AS THIS. 


MolZ! AND 

I WEREN'T 
LOOKING FULLY 
AT THE TRUTH, 
I SUPPOSE. 


agi 
LY AIA 


LAWRENCE. 


IT THOUGHT 


I KNEW A 

THING OR 

TWO ABOUT 
. HOWEVER, MONEY. ....+ 
THOSE I'VE 


rasta MET ON MY 
MUCH TRAVELS 

pour it HAVE TAUGHT 
T Have Me THAT... 


YET TO 


THEIR SILVER, 
WHILE KEEPING 

THE NOBLES AT 
BAY BY KEEPING 
THE MERCENARIES 


THIS MIGHT 
BE THE NEW 


WAY OF THE 
WORLD. 


WHEN 
I WAS YOUNG, 
IT WAS THE DUTY 


OF LORDS AND 
AT THE NOBLE-BORN 
SOME POINT, KNIGHTS AROUND 
NOBLEMEN THEM TO JOURNEY 


CEASED TO BE 
KNIGHTS, AND 
KINGS NEVER 
LEFT THEIR 
CASTLES. 


TO NEW LANDS. 


7D 


Saale 


My 


|X 


NOBLEMEN AND 


GREAT MERCHANTS 
THAT EMERGED IN 
LARGE CITIES. 


RIGHT NOW, 
THERE ARE 
THOSE AT THE 
FRONT OF THE 


) 


X21) une, DescenviIne 
: on JA UPON New 
AZ ») LANDS ACROSS 
fi 


THE SEA. 


ee THAT 
\ HORSE TURNED 
-.BUT THE 
OUT TO BE NOT 
MEANING OF An as 


THAT WORK 
HAS CHANGED | WE BARGAINED 


COMPLETELY 


--IF WE REALLY MEANT 
STAY, WE'LL TO HITCH A RIDE 
PROBABLY ON THE WINNING 
FIND JOBS HORSE, BUT... 


—We SHOULD 
GO SOUTH, 
SEARCHING FOR 
REMNANTS OF 
THE OLD ERA. 


IT'S NOT TOO 
LATE TO WAIT AND 
SEE IF THIS CHANGE 
BECOMES A MAJOR 
TREND THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD OR A 
\ MIRACLE LIMITED 

TO THIS REGION. 


INTEND TO 

VISIT OUR 

HOMELAND 
ON THE 


WE'LL BE OFF |} 
4 IN FOUR, MAYBE }i 
FIVE DAYS... 


+I DOUBT 

ANYTHING 
BIGGER THAN 

THIS WILL. 


THE 
COMMANDER 
WAS CALLED 


I'VE PAID THE 
DEPOSIT FOR 
THE STORE, AND 
ay HEAD HURTS 
THIS IS NO IM HOW MUCH 
TNE to pe MONEY I HAVE 
HUNGOVER. TO RAISE. 


I 
TOOK THE 
PLUNGE. HAVE YOU 
REALLY!? 


«AND NOW I 
OuR FUTURE MUST CONVEY 
PLANS, TO MY MEN 
EASING THE THE CURRENT 
BLOW WITH SITUATION... 


WE'LL DRINK 
QUIETLY ON 
OUR OWN. 


AND WITH 
THE BEST 


YOU NEVER 
T 


KNOW WHA’ 
WILL HAPPEN 


THEY'VE 
REALLY 

F we TAKEN THE | 
y OPPORTUNI 

\V REGULATIONS TO TURN THE 
ENTIRE TOWN 
INTO A TAVERN 


TONIGHT. 


Seat 


DRINKS AT A 

SPICE SHOP... 
THAT MIGHT 

BE NICE. 


=e \ 


\ Anh 
m Pe 


DR 


WHAT, YOU YOU DON'T 
MEAN WHAT AW SEEM TO BE 
I SAID ABOUT VERY FRUGAL 
RAISING MONEY LATELY... 

EARLIER? 


) 
vai 
TO TREAT YOU ff 


\\gey 

| |My IT's FINE. 
i 

fp! 


ih 

¢ To GooD Wine. /} 

yop t 
puso 


"TIS BECAUSE 
YOU SHAMELESSLY 
SPOUT SUCH 
THINGS THAT I SAY 
YOU ARE A FOOL. {i 


THE GRAVY'S 
SWEET, AND 
THE SKIN ON 
THE CHICKEN IS 
cRISPY— 
THEY'RE USING 


THERE WAS 


EVEN THE 
POSSIBILITY 


TO YOITSU," AND T 
PICKED YOU UP, I 
NEVER IMAGINED IT’D 
END UP LIKE THIS. 


YOU MIGHT 
HAVE HEARD OF 
YOITSU FROM 
SOMEWHERE 
AND COULDN'T 
REMEMBER. 


—THE 
ONE LEFT 
BEHIND... 


ij \| BUT THESE PAST 
FEW DAYS, WHILE 
| INVESTIGATING 


I'VE GAINED 
COMPOSURE AND 
CONFIDENCE. 


“MERCHANTS 0O 
NOT PLAY A MINOR 
ROLE. THEY WILL BE 
THE ONES TO STORM 
THE WORLD" —IT 
MIGHT BE BECAUSE 
THE ATMOSPHERE IN 
THIS TOWN ALLOWS 
FOR SUCH ABSURD 
FANTASIES. 


IT AM JUST 
LIKE THE ONE 
WHO HELD 
ONTO MYURI'S 


THOUGH YOU 
WERE THE ONE 
CHASING ME 
UNTIL A LITTLE 
WHILE AGO. 


DESPERATELY 
SEARCHING 
FOR A WAY 
TO STAY 
WITH HOLO. 


SO AS FOR 
WHAT COMES 
AFTER... 


i 


te 
(NS 


\\ 


S 


rs ARE THERE 
oTHeRs? = L7 SANIT 


I DO NOT 
KNOW. NOT 


LIKELY. 


HOULD THE 
LAND HAVE 


q 
py ALL THE MORE 
CONVENIENT FOR, 
UNDERHANDED 


ae te 


OF AE By YAS 


I 
APOLOGIZE 
FOR 


AGGRIEVING 
THE BAG'S 


T [ \\ \ 
L il L M 
We j A 
\ . \ Nae He v 
h AI / J fF: BNA ie 
| 1 ne \ C5 (o 
| eset A\\ \\ S21 | 
y hy \] \ 
q S55. \ 
A 1 
}] 
ff THERE ARE 
(i No TRICKS 
WITHIN THE 
IL “i | Welt. / 
| : Nads = 
w \\ | a ae 
ME oa 
| is Gan 
ul i oo 


HE 
SMELLS OF 
SOMEONE 
ESTRANGED 


THE 
NORTHLANDS 
ARE IN 
UNPRECEDENTED 
PERIL. 


INTERNALLY, 
THE DEBAU 
COMPANY IS 
\ CURRENTLY 
“\ AT ODDS... 


wal SIDE IS 
WORSE OFF. 


I PRESUME 

YOU ARE AWARE 

OF OUR DECISION 

TO ISSUE A NEW i 
CURRENCY. i 


THE PROFITS 
FROM ITS 
ISSUANCE WERE 
CONSIDERABLE, 
AS WELL. 


Ww 
PROFITED 


TOO MUCH. 


THE PROFIT 
WAS VAST 
THE MOMENT 
WE DECIDED 
TO DO IT. 


«ss ESPECIALLY 
THE NOBLES 
DIVIDING THE 
THIS IS = NEW CURRENCY 
A WINDFALL AMONGST 
SURPASSING THEMSELVES 
ANY SEEN IN IN ADVANCE. 
THE HISTORY 
OF THEIR 
HOUSES. 


WHEN THEY 
REALIZED THIS, 
WHAT THEY 
SUGGESTED WAS 
EXCEEDINGLY 
SIMPLE. 


I LEARNED 
OF THE 
|) ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF THE NEW 


HEARSAY... 


BUT 
MOST PEOPLE 
BELIEVE THAT IT 
WOULD HAVE AN 
UNBELIEVABLY HIGH 
PURITY LEVEL AND 
WOULD MAINTAIN IT 
IN THE FUTURE, 
60 THAT'S 
EXPECTED. 


HOWEVER, (| 
IT WOULD IN 
SEEM THERE 
IS LITTLE THAT 
WAS A GOOD 
INFLUENCE ON 
PEOPLE WHEN 
IN EXCESS... 


IN ADDITION, 
THE MONEY 
CHANGERS HAVE 
ALREADY DRIVEN 
UP THE PRICE 
OF THE NEW 
CURRENCY. 


$0 THEY'D 
ALREADY 
BEGUN 
SPECULATING 


ORIGINALLY, 

THE RISE IN 
PRICE HAD 
US VERY 

PLEASED. 


UNPRECEDENTED 
DISASTER FOR THE 
NORTHLANDS? 


ISSUING 
CURRENCY 
REQUIRES 

RAW METAL. 


WE CANNOT 
ISSUE ANY 
MORE RIGHT 


ARE AWARE 
OF A SIMPLE 
SOLUTION TO 
THE PROBLEM, 


RAW METAL... 


EVEN IN THE 
NORTHLANDS, 
WHERE TRADE 
IS MEAGER, 
THERE ARE 
STILL PLACES 
RICH IN 
SUPPLIES. 


ORDERS FROM 
THE MONEY 
+ THAT OUR 
RESERVES ARE 
STRETCHED TO 
THEIR LIMIT. 


HOWEVER, 
AS SELLING 
WHEN THE 
OPPORTUNITY 
ARISES IS A 
(\ FUNDAMENTAL 
OF TRADE... 


IN FACT, 
THERE ARE A 
NUMBER OF RULERS VA\)’ 


y 


AND TOWNS THAT 


OPPOSITION TO 
OUR PLANS. 


+ AND STILL 
ADVOCATE 
FOR THIS. 


TECHNIQUES FOR 
= EXCAVATING 
MINES. 


SIDE COVET 
THESE VERY 
TERRITORIES 


SO THERE 
ARE PEOPLE 
WITHIN THE 


THEY ARE 
STRESSING 
THE POSSIBILITY 
OF OUR 
CURRENT MINES 
GOING DRY. 


THOSE 
URGING 
AGGRESSION 
ARE THINKING 
RATIONALLY, 
IN A SENSE. 


THEY ARE 
NOT MERELY 
SUGGESTING 
TAKING THAT 

WHICH WE 

LACK... 


BUT EVEN IN 
NORMAL TIMES, 
DEVELOPING 
A MINE IS A 
DIFFICULT 
POLITICAL 
ISSUE. 


THINK ANYONE 
WHO OPPOSES THE 
DEBAL COMPANY 
UNDER THESE 
CIRCLIMSTANCES 
WILL BE LEFT 


RAGING 4 
AVARICE, DESIRE 


FOR PROFITS, 
AND OBSTACLES 
THAT MUST BE 
ELIMINATED IN 
ORDER TO LINE 
a Vem THING 


ROBBING THE 
TREASURE CHESTS 
OF TOWNS AND 
BRINGING DOWN 
THEIR RULERS 
KILL TWO BIRDS 
WITH ONE 
STONE...? 


THEY SAY 
WE SHOULD 
BEGIN THE 
DEVELOPMENT 
OF NEW 
MINES NOW, 


HOWEVER, WITH 
THE COMPANY 
60 VIGOROUS 

RIGHT NOW, 
WHY NOT SIMPLY 
GAIN LANDS 
RICH IN ORE 
DEPOSITS? 


IS IT NOT 
LOGICAL 
TO OBTAIN 
THEM WHILE 
WE STILL 


HOWEVER, IF 
WE HAD YOUR 
FORBIDDEN BOOK, 
WE COULD AT LEAST 
DISRUPT THE 
MINE-DEPLETION 
ARGUMENT. 


ADVANCES 
IN MINING 
TECHNOLOGY, 
/T WOULD NOT BE 
ODD IF A MINE, 
ONCE THOUGHT 
DEPLETED, WAS 
REOPENED. 


PLEASE 
THINK ABOUT 
WHAT THAT 


-. THEIR GREED 
\/ _ WILL NoT BE 
WY SATED UNTIL THE 
‘NORTHLANDS 
| are an ASHEN 
WASTELAND... 


EVEN IF 
WE CANNOT 
DEVELOP NEW 
MINES, WE WOULD 
BE ABLE TO BEGIN 


{\ IN MINES ALREADY 
CLOSED. 


THE MAJORITY 
OF LORDS 
WOULD SELL 


US ABANDONED: 
MINES WITHOUT 
OBJECTION. 


WE INVESTIGATED 
YOUR REASONS 
FOR PROWLING 

ABOUT THE TOWN 

OF LENOS. 


CENTURIES AGO HOW 
THE AGE OF SIZE 
AND POWER WOULD 
COME TO AN END! 


SHOULD BE SO 
FROM NOW ON 


AS WELL. 
Aas 


WE MUST 
END THE AGE 
OF BARED 
BLADES AND 
BLOODSHED. 


ARE YOU 
THE ONLY 
ONE CALLING 
FOR THIS? 


NOREAK THE. 
+ THE DEBAU — \ REBELS HERE 
COMPANY [} | : AND NOW... 
WILL DEVOLVE 
INTO A MERE 
INVADING 


DREAMS OF 
OUR OWNER 
WILL RETURN /' 
TO ASHES... 


IN THE TOWN OF 
I= LENOS, MERCHANTS AS You 
AND TO = ‘“SURPASSEDKINGS =e) CAN SEE, T AM 
BRING PEACE AND NOBLES, WHO HAD A HARE. YET 


TO THIS ALWAYS DOMINATED | =. SYMPATHIZE 
FRACTURED, WITH DEBAL’S 
QUARRELSOME 7, - 


HE WANTED TO 
BUILD A FREE 
AND FOR COUNTRY ON THIS 
A MOMENT, SOIL, A PLACE 
I WITNESSED 7 WHERE PEOPLE 
THIS: ARE BOUND BY NO 
FANTASTIC ONE, LED ONLY BY 
DAYOREA THEIR INTELLECT 


AND “er, 


7 ie 


I BELIEVE 
«WHICH IS IT IS A DREAM 
WHY I HAVE WORTHY OF 

REACHED OUT MY LIFE 
TO A PACK OF \ - 
WOLVES. 


I CANNOT 
AFFORD TO 
WITHORAW. 


IN THE EVENT 
THIS ALL GOES 
WELL, I SHALL 
OF COURSE 
REWARD YOU. 


YOU TWO 
HAVE PURCHASED 
A SHOP AND ARE 


SETTLING DOWN [| 
IN THIS TOWN. p 


I AM THE 
TREASURER 
OF THE 
DEBAU 
COMPANY... 


+. WHO 
HAS ALWAYS 
SUPPORTED 


T WILL 
VISIT THE INN 

TOMORRO 
EVENING TO 


HEAR YOUR 
DECISION. 


i PLEASE 
™] THINK CAREFULLY 
ABOUT IT. 
OUR INTERESTS 


SHOULD COINCIDE 
PERFECTLY. 


NOT FEEL 
| LIKE A LIE... 


TAKING MY 
OWN INTERESTS 
INTO ACCOUNT, 
c I THINK HILDE’S 
THOSE PLANIISIA 
E WHO WISH cop One: 
2 TO GO TO WAR 
THOUGH tH SIMPLY WANT 
THOUGH THE NN 
DANGER OF 
LOSING IS 
COMPLETELY 
‘ABSENT. 


Ag 


THOSE = _ CONVINCE 
WHOSE = THEM THEY 
HEADS 

ARE FILLED 


CAN SYMPATHIZE 
WITH DEBAL'S 
DREAM. TO MOST 

MERCHANTS, , ; 
NOTHING GOOD TAD f i 
COMES FROM if 

WAR. 


fe p 
PA a, sf 


= 


BOOK caRRIes 
| “No DANGER 
IN AND OF 
| ITSELF. 
IF YOU'D LIKE, SS) 

WE CAN ADD THE 

CONDITION THAT 
THEY DON'T DEVELOP 

THE FORESTS OF 
YOITSU AS PART OF 
OUR EXTRAVAGANT 

REWARD. 


J Tis 
~~ OF 


tr itHasto VI 
DO WITH YoITSU, ' 
THEN I'LL WORK 

MY HARDEST 
FOR WHATEVER 

YOU DECIDE. 


SHOULDN'T 
YOU BE 
THE ONE TO 
MAKE THIS. 
DECISION? 


+ WHATEVER 
THE DEBAU 
COMPANY WAS 
DOING IN THE 


BE SPOILED IN 
THE DISTANT 
FUTURE. 


+.TO SUPPORT 

ME BUYING THE 
STORE, YOU 
SAID THAT... 


I KNEW IT. 

THAT WAS 

HARD FOR 
YOU TO 
SAY... 


Gi 
UT 
THE DETAILS a 


IN A CONTRACT Y 
x WITH HILDE— 


CONTRACTS 


| BETWEEN LARGE 


COMPANIES 
CAN LAST FOR 
A HUNDRED 


+-WE DO 
NOT KNOW 
IF IT WILL BE 


CAN SEE, IT 
WILL BE FINE. 


YOU WILL 
NOT BE BY 
MUST I WATCH MY SIDE 
ALONE AS THE FOREVER. 
FORE! 


g LOOK ON AS 
THE MOUNTAINS 
ARE STRIPPED 
BARE? 


YOu WILL 
DIE QUICKLY, 
BUT I WILL 
ALWAYS BE 


+ TELL ME 
I MUST 
DECIDE!? 


THEN YOU 


DON'T HAVE 
TO DECIDE. 


TLL 
FOLLOW THE 
PROFITS AND 

HAND OVER 
THE FORBIDDEN 
BOOK TO 


you 
OBJECTED. 
YOU OBJECTED 
FOR A VARIETY 
OF REASONS. 


(it 


/ TLL TAKE 

|| RESPONSIBILITY. 

| I’M NOT suRE 
HOW YET, BUT 
TILL TAKE IT. 


SETTLED, 
THEN. T’LL 
GIVE THE 
FORBIDDEN 
BOOK TO 
HILDE. 


LET'S GO 
BACK TO 
THE INN. 


I WAITED UNTIL 
THE MORNING, WHEN 
THE CAPTAIN OF THE 

MYURI MERCENARY 
COMPANY, LUWARD, AND 


HAD SOBERED UF, AND 


THAT HAPPENED THE 
NIGHT BEFORE. 


HE UNDER- 
ESTIMATED 
HOW GREEDY 
HUMANS 


SEEMED TO BE 
RATHER AMUSED 
BY HOW THE DEBAL 
COMPANY HAD BEEN 
CAUGHT UP IN THE 
NOBLES’ SCHEMES 
AND WERE NOW 
STUMBLING. 


UNDERSTOOD THAT 
/F HILDE FAILED 
70 PERSUADE THE 
RADICAL FACTION, THE 
BLOOD OF THE MYLURI 
MERCENARY COMPANY 
WOULD BE SPILT FIRST 
AS A WARNING, DUE 
TO THEIR TIES TO 
HOLO AND MYSELF. 
IN KIESCHEN... 
THAT'S NEARLY 
A WEEK AWAY 


THE STRATEGIST, MO/Z/, | 
TOLD THEM EVERYTHING i 


ACCORDING 
TO WHAT YOU'VE 
JUST TOLD ME, 
THIS SITUATION 


MR. LAWRENCE, 
THANK YOU. 


AFTER ALL, 


WE WERE PLANNING 
TO LEAVE ANYWAY. 
WE'LL JUST SPEED 
THINGS UP A BIT. 


THERE'S 
STILL PLENTY 
OF BOOZE LEFT 
IN THIS WORLD 
THIS IS THAT I HAVEN'T 
NO TIME TO 


SHALL ALTER 
THE COURSE 
ADVANCE. 


- (4 7 
a TZ fh 
SHOULD JET EI 
We 00 ea\ 
fl 
TORE? “ 
“ae * 
MPINHIN ISS N 


NOTHING \ 

GOOD COMES 
FROM LEAVING i 
|| sometHine = — If 
PRECIOUS INA [J 

DANGEROUS 
.)\ PLACE, AFTER / | 

ALL. 


AS FAR AS 
MONEY GOES, 


T ONLY PAID. 
THE DEPOSIT. 


/ 
vf 


DISCOURAGING... 
IT's 
DISAPPOINTING, 
RATHER. 


LAWRENCE, 
THE TRAVELING 
MERCHANT, 


SELLING 

A STORE 
BEFORE EVEN 

OPENING 


I THOUGHT \\ 
FOR SURE IT WAS 
THE BEGINNING OF 
MY ADVENTURES 
\ AS A LOCAL 
MERCHANT. 


AT ANY 
RATE, A STORY 
IS EMERGING IN 

THIS TOWN THAT 
WOULD BLOW 
EVERYTHING 
AWAY. 


+.YOU KNOW 
WELL ENOUGH 
WHAT HAPPENS TO 


MAY I 
ASK YOUR 
DECISION? 


WE 
WILL HAND 
OVER THE 
FORBIDDEN 

BOOK. 


I CAN PAY 
THREE HUNDRED 
GOLD LUMIONE. 

I LEFT THEM 
IN A HIDEAWAY 
OF MINE IN / 


OVER THREE HUNDRED 
GOLD LUMI/ONE, 
THERE SHOULDN'T 
BE ANY PROBLEM. 


TAKE A WEEK ON 
A FAST HORSE 
TO GET FROM 


LESKO TO 
KIESCHEN AND 
THE BOOK. 


I WILL ASK 
MISS HOLO 
TO DO THE 


FOR HOLO TO GO IN 
HER OTHER FORM. 


THREE TO 
FOUR DAYS 
THERE AND 


ITMUST 
NOT BEA 
NORMAL 
BIRD, OF 


ig 
A WEEK ON A 
FAST HORSE, HOW LONG 
THEN WERE I TO WOULD IT 
RUN WITHOUT , TAKE YOU? 
SLEEP—A DAY \ 


AND A HALF \ 
ONE WAY. ( \- 
a 


«AND THAT 
MIGHT MAKE 
EVEN HIS 
WINGS WEEP. 


WE'VE PLANNED 
CAREFULLY 
FOR WHATEVER 
MIGHT ARISE IN 
OUR AT’ \PT 


TO ACQUIRE THE 
BOOK, SO THERE 


SHOULDN'T BE 
Y 


T WILL 
TELL YOU NOW... 
HE BORROWED IT 

FROM THE BOY 
WHEN HE WASN'T 
LOOKING. 


LIMITED TO 
THE SIZE OF 
THAT BAG. 


IT WILL BE 
ROUGHLY TWO 
DAYS UNTIL HOLO 
MEETS WITH LE RO! 
AND BUYS THE 
BOOK FROM THE 
COMPANY THAT 
HOLDS IT...... 


I SHOULD 
BE FIVE OR 
SIX DAYS, 
I IMAGINE. 


THEN LET US 
BE ON OUR WAY 


WITH HASTE. 


I'M TYING 
IT TIGHT. JUST 
MAKE SURE YOU 
DON'T DROP THE 
BAG OF GOLD. 


AT DAWN 
FROM THE 


woovs 
OUTSIDE OF 
TOWN. 


a? 


wo 
> 
= 
Ye 
Ee 
0 
fs 


THE 
STRATEGIST THERE 
WAS WAS 
HEADED MERCENARY 
IMPANY 


TO SIR 
REBONET’S MEETING. 
PLACE. 


I'M SURE 

LET'S SEE... PERFECT 

SINCE THE DEBAU |] JUST TALKING TIMING. MR. Caleneane 
COMPANY IS A Loca ae bapeaecolth STRATEGIST, AND 

MINING VENTURE, |] PESION MiGhiT WHITING? /| \ THEY'RE DRINKING 
IT MIGHT BE Rew eae TOGETHER. 

MINING TOOLS OR 

\ SOMETHING? 


THE PLACE I WAS |}\ 


. BORN'S TURNED 
WON'T INTO DEEP HOLES 
STAMPIN AND MUDDY 
MINING TOOLS 
ON A COIN 
RUB FOLK THE 
WRONG WAY? 


HOPE THEY'RE 
THINKIN’ OF 
SOMETHING 
THAT DON'T 
CAUSE NO 
TROUBLE! 


IT To BI 
THE FACE 
A 


E 
OF 


KEEP A BIT OF 
SILVER FOR 
THE ROAD... 


ry 
be 


I WAS ABLE TO 
BUY EVEN GOLD 
LUMIONE AT AN 
UNBELIEVABLY 
LOW PRICE, 


USUALLY, I WOULD 
ONLY BE ABLE TO 00 
THIS AT THE DEBAL 
COMPANY BUILDING 
ITSELF, BUT THE 
MONEY CHANGERS 
WANTED THE SILVER 
HANDS WERE 


ICE WE 
WOULD BE LEAVING 
SOON, I DECIDED 
70 EXCHANGE MY 
SILVER COINS 
FOR GOLD COINS. 
WHILE THE PRICES 

WERE HIGH. 


Ka 


TRANSPORT 
COMPANY 
REJECTS THIS. 
We MUST 


PROCEED WITH 
OUR DEALINGS 
QUICKLY. 


IN 
ACCORDANCE 
WITH THIS 

{ SITUATION, WE 

LL REACH 


SHA 
OuR veRDICcT j\ 
ATALATER L 
DATE... 


YOU ARE BEING 
SHORTSIGHTED! 
THIS CHANCE TO 
CONQUER ALL OF 
THE NORTHLANDS 
IS PROFITS FOR 
THE WHOLE! 


THEY SAY IT'LL 
COME BACK 
TO HAUNT US 
IN A HUNDRED 
YEARS IF WE 
DON'T SEIZE THIS 
CHANCE NOW... 


IT 16 100 
OPTIMISTIC 
TO CALL THE 
nWAR® Ag "OPERATIONS" 
Te St tat YOU 
NOT BEEN __ HAVE 
PROPOSED, 


. FULLY 
RESEARCHED. TRADE. 


INDEED. 
TRADE IS 
SOMETHING 
THAT BRINGS 
IN PROFITS AS 
A WHOLE. 


WE WILL 
RECONVENE 
IN SEVEN 
DAYS. 


PREFERABLE 
IF WE DECIDE 
UNANIMOUSLY ON 
AN IMPORTANT 
DECISION SUCH 
AS THIS. 


( 
\ 


> ~ 


HILBERT 
VON DEBAL. 


SANITY 
GETS IN 
THE WAY OF 
TRADE, HILDE 
SCHNAU. 


YANARKIN! 
sO IT WAS |} 


You WILL 
IGN THIS 
AUTHORIZATION. 


ONE WHO HAS 
TRULY BEEN 
SUPPORTING 
THE DEBAU 

COMPANY. 


WE SECURE 
VICTORY FOR 
THE DEBAU 
COMPANY, OF 
COURSE. 


cH 


(Sf 
pm ; 


OF THE HEAD 
OF THE DEBAU 
COMPANY WILL 


NO NEED 
TO WORRY. 
HE IS, LIKE YOU, 
LOCKED UP IN 
HIS MANOR 
FOR NOW. 


u 


a7 
B gunMhT7 


SUCH HASTY 
JUDGMENT. 
THEY PROBABLY 
RECEIVED NOTICE 
FROM MR. 


THE MYURI 
MERCENARY 
COMPANY... 
HAVE 
ALREADY 
GONE, 

I SEE. 


BY THE GRACE 

OF GOD! THIS'LL 

MAKE A GREAT 
SOUVENIR. 


AW, HE'S 
HURT. FLED 
HERE FROM 
SOMEBODY'S 


WHO CARES! 
NO ONE'S 


AROUND. 
LET'S TAKE 


HERE WE 
GO. ! 


I'M 
VERY 
GRATE- 
FUL TO 
you! 


CAUGHT THAT 


HARE FOR AN | | 


ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION. 


f 


NO DECENT 

N WouLD | 
Pay A sitver | [7] 
FOR A SINGLE 


MR. HILDE, 
I'M GLAD 


IN TIME. 


THANK YOU... 
VERY MUCH. 


sD 
yvou'warreo | J 
FOR ME. 


THE MYURI 
MERCENARY 
COMPANY IS 
WAITING OUTSIDE 
4 THE TOWN FOR 
put J OTHERS. 


THEY'LL BE 
LEAVING 
BEFORE 


THERE'S 
NO TIME... 
WHAT'S THE 
SITUATION? 


a WHAT IS MOST 
IMPORTANT. 


THE 
RADICALS... 
HAVE SEIZED 
CONTROL. 


THEY'VE FORCED 
MY MASTER 
AND I TO SIGN 
A DOCUMENT 
TRANSFERRING 
ALL POWER. 


Ab ceene 


ae 


y, HOWEVER, 
= THEY KNOW 
IT WOULD 
BE DIFFICULT 
TO MANAGE 
THE COMPANY 
WITHOUT Us. 


T BELIEVE 

IT IS UNLIKELY 
2 TINE OF THAT THEY'LL 
MISS HOLO r KILL US. 
OBTAINING | 
THE BOOK, 
AS WELL... 
T MUST NOT 

GIVE UP. 


HEADING 
NORTHEAST ON 
THE MOUNTAIN 

PATHS FROM 
HERE, THERE IS 
A TOWN CALLED 

SVERNEL. 


ONE OF THE 
LAST TOWNS: 
TO OPPOSE US 
UNTIL THE 


\ BITTER END. 


CUPIES A 


IT OC 
SY} CRITICAL POSITION 


GEOGRAPHICALLY, 
MAKING IT A 
CONVENIENT 

GATHERING PLACE 

FOR THOSE WHO 

SEE US AS 
ENEMIES. 
LY 


IT CONTAINS 
A REQUEST FOR 
AID IN STOPPING 
THE RADICALS. 


COMRADE 
KNOWS...THAT 
SVERNEL WAS 
MY FALLBACK 

PLAN. 


ARE LORDS 
FARTHER NORTH 
THAN SVERNEL 
WHO STILL WILL 
NOT COOPERATE 

WITH Us, 


WITH THOSE WHO'LL 

RAVAGE THE LAND 
THEY MAY AND BRING ABOUT 
WELL RISE ANGE... 


(4 
uP AFTER \ 
HEARING \\ 
ABOUT THE Zi 
RADICALS. ¢ ] 
f di 


DELIVER 
THIS LETTER 
TO SVERNEL 

AND STOP THE 
RADICALS IN THEIR 


ENCOUNTERED 
teens g MANY CRISES 
THUS FAR... 


AND HAVE 
OVERCOME 
THEM ALL. 


ee TILL 
ALLOW THAT 
THE ODDS ARE 
PARTICULARLY 

POOR. 


THIS 1S WHEN 
LOOKED AT 
OBJECTIVELY. 


PERSON WHO 
WASN'T WAS 
THE ONE WHO 
BELIEVED 
HE HAD THE 
GODDESS OF 
LUCK AT HIS 


I WILL NOT 
STRAY FROM 
THAT PATH, 


NO DOUBT 
THIS 1S HOW I 
APPEARED WHEN 


I DECIDED I 
WOULD MOVE 


FORWARD 
WITH DEBAU. 


PERHAPS 


AND WITHOUT A 


TRUSTWORTHY 
COMPANION... 


THE SAME AS 
BEING ALONE IN 
THE WORLD. 


AND MISS 
HOLO, WHILE 
SHE IS STILL 

IN HUMAN 

FORM— 


IT IS 
THE SAME...AS 
ACCOMPLISHING 
NOTHING. 


I KNOW 
HOW DIFFICULT 
IT 1S...TO LIVE 

SIMPLY FOR THE 
SAKE OF LIVING 


I BELIEVE THAT 
YOU UNDERSTAND 
THE MEANING OF 
THESE WORDS, 

MR. LAWRENCE. 


EASE 


PL 
STK 


IT WAS 
ALSO TRUE 
THAT A LIFE 

DEDICATED TO 
OVERCOMING 
IRDSHIPS 
WAS NOT 
MEANINGFUL, 


HILDE'S 
SMALL BODY 
LOOKED LIKE 
THE REMAINS 


OF A DREAM. 


SOME CHANCE 
THE FOLKS 
FROM THE DEBAU 
COMPANY WANT 


aA LARGE 
ARMY ON THE 
PLAINS WOULD 
WIPE US OUT IN 

AN INSTANT, 


IT'S SOME 
WAYS AWAY, 
BUT HEADING 
SOUTH MIGHT 
BE A WISE 
CHOICE. 


Yes. 
HOWEVER, 
2 ein IF WE HEAD 
THEY HAVE NO aa 
JUST CAUSE ponte BE 
TO ATTACK insu 
WELL,I 
SUPPOSE IT 
WOULD BE 
EASIER TO 
RENDEZVOUS 
WITH MISS 
HOLO IN 


WE SHOULD 
QUIETLY HEAD 
DOWNRIVER, 

WAIT FOR THINGS 
TO COOL DOWN, 
THEN AIM FOR 
YOITSU AGAIN. 


THE DEBAU 
THAT WOULD 
PROVOKE THE coupany 
KINGS AND coureaiy 
NOBLES OF NOULON 
PLOANIA. SEND AN 
LENOS. 


ALL RIGHT. 
IT'S SETTLED, 
N 


I THINK 
IT'S A GOOD 
PLAN. 


T'M SURE 
OUR GREAT 


DON'T EAT 


TOO MUCH! IF YA 
CAN'T WALK, WE'LL 
LEAVE YOU BEHIND IN 
THE WOODS AS AN 
\ OFFERING TO OUR 

i PROTECTORS! 


FORBIDDEN 
BOOK MIGHT 
BE ALL FOR 


A COMPANY, REALICE 
Le aaa IT'S TIME 
ONE PI 
CAN DO. TO Quit, 


NOTHING THAT 
CAN BE DONE. 


JUST THE 


} THOUGHTS OF 


A TRAVELING 
MERCHANT. 


I THINK 


AutHouGH... \\\V \\!| 
IT DOES HAVE 


| A SLIGHTLY 
TEDIOUS SIDE 


Toi, Must |\\ 


DIFFERENT 
FROM WHAT 
YOU TOLD 


ME, MOIZI. y 


FOR NOW, I 
JUST NEED TO 
CONCENTRATE 

ON MEETING LP 
WITH HOLO... 


ag 


BE IT THE tN 
OLD GUARD OR 


| , “a r 
i, 
WHAT'S SAD ¢ 
IS HOW THEY 2) 
HAVE TO HELP A 4 
COMPANY THAT LA 


, / 
TREATS THEM LIKE FX A 
DISPOSABLES. me 


EITHER WAY, 
I’M NOT TAKING 
MR. LAWRENCE'S 
JUDGMENT FOR [ 
GRANTED. 


A MERCHANT 
WHO WAS 
SUCH A MISER, 
EVEN I WAS 
SHOCKED. 


THIS AMAZING 
PERSON SAVED 
AND SAVED... 


wit 


"r 
NOT LIKE 
TRYING To MONEY? 
DRINK UP AN 
OCEAN?” 


HOWEVER, 
IF THAT'S NOT 
THE CASE, HE 
COULD BETRAY 
YOU NO MATTER 
HOW CLOSE 


SEEM TO BE 
THE TYPE 
TO FOLLOW 
ORDERS. 


IF IT IS IN 
HIS INTERESTS, 
HE IS CAPABLE OF 
WORKING WITH 
OTHERS, NO 
MATTER HOW 


CHARACTERISTIC 
OF MANY WHO 
WANT TO SEE 

THINGS THAT ARE 

NOT THERE. 


— YOU'VE BEEN 
BETRAYED TOO, 
MR. LAWRENCE. 


HMM... 
CERTAINLY, 
HE MIGHT 

MAKE A FINE 
WARRIOR. 


MERCHANTS 
\ ARE SCARY. 


AND THE 
FACT THAT 
THEY DON'T 
EVEN LOOK 


BUT THERE'S 
NO LIMIT TO 


SO WE 
SHALL FIGHT ff 
ON UNTIL THAT 


DAY COMES. 


MERCHANTS 
MIGHT TRULY 
BE THE RULERS 
OF THE WORLD 
SOMEDAY. 


HOLO HAS 
ALREADY 
MADE UP 

HER MIND. 


STRIFE IN THE 

NORTHLANDS 

DOES WORRY 
Mi 


ARE GATHERING 
IN SVERNEL. 
CONFLICT, EVEN 
ALITTLE? 


WE TOO MUST 
WORK SO THAT 
WE BRING NO 


BUT FIRST, 
WE'LL WAIT 
AND SEE. 


IT'S A 
HARD DECISION, 


BUT ONE THAT 


MUST BE MADE. 


SNOW 
MIGHT BE ALL 
RIGHT, BUT 
RAIN WOULD 
BE BAD. 


ABOUT RAIN 
| OR SNOW. I'M 
WORRIED ABOUT 
WHETHER WE 
CAN SEE THE 
SUNRISE. 


YEAH. I LOVE 
SEEING THE SUN 
COME UP AFTER 

MARCHING ALL 


OuR se 
FIRST NIGHT 
MARCH IN A E 
LONG TIME. 


IT'S EVEN 
BETTER AFTER 
YOU'RE ALL CHEWED 


HAPPEN To us? || 
1S THERE 


RELIEF 
AHEAD? ‘ 


STENCH OF 
BLOOD, SWEAT, 
AND DEATH BUZZ 
AROUND YOU LIKE 
FLIES THAT YOU 
CAN'T BRUSH 
THE AWAY. 

DARKNESS 
STICKS TO YOUR 


AFTER 
SEEING THAT 
SUNRISE...... 


set =: 


RWS 


wT CAN'T 
QUIT THE 
MERCENARY 
LIFE. 


WE'LL SEE AN 
ESPECIALLY 


THE CHANCE 
OF WAR ACTUALLY 
BREAKING OUT 1S 
LOW, AND MEETING 
UP WITH HOLO IN 
LENOS SHOLILON'T 
GE DIFFICULT. 


HIS OPTIONS 
AGAIN. 


WE'VE 
FINISHED: 
OUR PREPA- 
RATIONS FOR 


| 
|| ANYTHING, MR. 
LAWRENCE? 


YOU HAVE TO 
GIVE THINGS 
uP TO INGE 


NEVER STAY 


LONG IN 
VILLAGES WITH 
GENTLE SOULS. 


a 
x. 

ERaS 
bots 
sgn aed 
ofak 
FOL 


rp 
EXPECT NO 
LESS FROM A 
y MERCHANT OF 
THE DEBAU 
TILL GIVE 
you crevit COMPANY. 
FOR BEING 
STUBBORN. 


C-CERTAINLY, 
IT'S A 


TEMPERAMENT 
WASTED ON 


WELL, THEN... 

CAPTAIN, GIVE 
Bea, THE ORDERS FOR 

DEPARTURE. 


S 


TF HE 
RELIED ON 
MR. LAWRENCE, 
THEN THERE'S 
A POSSIBILITY. 


BUT I 
COMPLETELY 
FORGOT TO 
ASK YOU. 


I KNOW HIS 
LAST REQUEST 
WAS ASKING 
FOR AID... 


TH-THERE 
WERE 
LETTERS... 


HE TRIED TO 
GIVE ME LETTERS 
SEEKING AID IN 
HALTING THE 
DEBAU COMPANY'S: 
CURRENT 
MOMENTUM... 


+ BUT T 
WANT TO 
KNOW THE 
DETAILS. 


+ ADDRESSED 
TO THOSE 
ARRAYED IN 
OPPOSITION 
AGAINST IT. 


HE 


couLo've = WITH HIM AND 


HIS LOSING 


LEFT BEHIND 
FACTION... 


7 


ON FINDING 
I, THE DEBAL 
COMPANY WOULD 
SEND ASSASSINS 
TO ELIMINATE 
POTENTIAL 
COMPLICATIONS. 


FAILING THAT, 
THE MERCENARIES 
MIGHT SIMPLY BE 
MADE AN EXAMPLE 
OF. EITHER WAY, THE 
DEBAL COMPANY 


+. WOULD 
LEAVE LETTERS 
OF THANKS IN 

AN OBVIOUS 

PLACE TOO. 


IP THERE 
WERE OTHER 


FOR EXAMPLE, 
A LETTER ASKING 
FOR HELP FROM 
THE MYLIRI 
MERCENARY 
COMPANY LEFT 
IN AN OBVIOUS 
PLACE... 
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| 


BASTARD 
RABBIT! 


HAVE BOATS. 
THEY'LL CATCH 
uP TO us, 
3 AND IT'LL TURN 


INTO A FIGHT. 


«NO MATTER 
THE COST. 


AND PLAINS 
LAY IN BOTH 
DIRECTIONS. 


GOING 
SOUTH IS NO 
LONGER AN 


WE 
WOULD RISK 
ANNIHILATION. 


HAVING 
SAID THAT, 
HEADING EAST 
OR WEST WOULD 
DO NOTHING TO 
CLEAR US OF 
SUSPICION. 


OuR 
ONLY CHOICE 
IS TO GO 
NORTH, TO 
SVERNEL. 


THE NARROW 
MOUNTAIN ROADS 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, WE'RE 
BEING DRIVEN 

LIKE GAME 
INTO A RABBIT / 

HOLE. 


SOMETIMES, 
A SINGLE 
ARROW CAN 
TURN THE 
TABLES IN 
WAR. 


WE'LL GO 
ALONG WITH 
HIS PLAN 
AND DANCE 
BEAUTIFULLY 
FOR HIM. 


MY APOLOGIES, I HAVE 
MR. LAWRENCE, SOME 
BUT I LEAVE WORK 
HIM TO YOu. TO DO. 


HILDE’S 
y ” 


CHANGED 
THE ENTIRE 
SITUATION. 


NOW HE'S % 
REVEALED 
EVERYTHING 
ABOUT THE 
LETTERS 
READ... 


To be continued in Volume I5... 


HANK ALL THE READERS 
WHOWTAVEISTAYED, WITH US THUS FAR, 


a Nate 
Rong if 7} 
oe ( 
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